RUMANIA

GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS
THE RUMANIAN HIGHLANDS

Rumania consists of a central core of mountains surrounded on
nearly all sides by plains or low plateaus.  The Carpathians extend
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south to the central part of the country, and are continued to the west
in the Transylvanian Alps, which cross the Danube at the Iron Gate.
These mountains are a portion of the Alpine Fold, and their rounded
summits attain an elevation of from 6000 to 8000 feet. Extensive
forests of conifers occupy the upper slopes, and their lower portions
support large forests of beech and oak. Interspersed with these forests
are areas of meadows and cultivated fields. Little agricultural villages
dot the valleys, and the dense population is responsible for the cultiva-
tion of every acre of productive land. Wheat, barley and oats are raised
in the more level sections, while the lower slopes support orchards and